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PARENTS DO NOT NEED A DEGREE
OR HIGH INCOME TO CHAT WITH
THEIR CHILDREN
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Chatting, dining, discussing school
life and academic performance, and
helping with homework are mainly
parents’ personal choices rather than
a reflection of family income, parental
education or job status.

CHATTING, DINING, AND
DISCUSSING SCHOOL LIFE
WITH CHILDREN ARE MAINLY
PERSONAL CHOICES

Some people may think that it is harder for
working parents to find the time to chat, dine or
discuss school life with their children. Parents with
lower income, educational level, and job status
in particular are believed to have less chance
to spend time on the above activities with their
children. We examined whether this belief was
true in Hong Kong, and who specifically were the
parents who chatted, dined and discussed school
life more frequently with their children.
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Our research results showed that the
frequency with which parents chatted,
dined and discussed school life with their
children was largely unrelated to family
income, parental educational level or job
status. The frequency of these activities
appeared to be more of a personal
choice.

Nevertheless, a few small effects of
parental educational background on
parental involvement were still observed.
In Primary 3, educated mothers had
dinner and discussed school life with
their children slightly more often than less
educated mothers did. In Primary 6, more
educated mothers continued to discuss
school life slightly more frequently with
their children. In Secondary 3, however,
mothers with high educational level were
not much different from the less educated
ones. [Note. Broadly speaking, in the
graphs, a relative effect (standardized
beta weight) of 0.1 would imply that
parents with higher socioeconomic status
who ranked 16th out of 100 people would
have at most 0.5 times more each week
on the frequency of a specific item (e.g.,
chatting, dinner) than those who ranked
50th. A relative effect of 0.2 would imply
a difference of 1 time more each week.
In general, even when we describe
there were differences on an item (e.g.,
chatting, dinner), mostly the differences
between high and low socioeconomic
status parents were no more than 0.5
times each week.]

In Primary 3 and Primary 6, fathers with
different educational levels had similarly
frequent discussions on school life with
their children. In Secondary 3, more
educated fathers discussed school life
with children slightly more than the less
educated fathers did. [Note: As in the
above analyses, these differences are
very small.]
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HELP WITH SCHOOL WORK
WAS LARGELY UNRELATED TO
PARENTAL BACKGROUND, BUT
EDUCATED MOTHERS HELPED
MORE IN PRIMARY 3 WHILE
EDUCATED FATHERS HELPED
MORE IN SECONDARY 3

In general, family income, parental educational
level and job status had little effect on how frequent
parents helped their children with their homework
and discussed their academic performance.
Family socioeconomic status, however, still had
some minor yet consistent effects on parental
involvement with their children.

In Primary 3, more educated mothers had a greater
tendency to help with their children’s homework
and discuss their performance in Chinese, English
and Mathematics with their children than the less
educated mothers did. In contrast, more educated
fathers interfered more in Secondary 3 in helping
with their children’s homework and discussing their
performance in Chinese, English and Mathematics
than the less educated fathers did.

In our survey, as 87% of our Primary 3 mothers
had at least secondary school education, we
believe they were able to help their Primary 3
children with their school work if they chose to.
Thus, the greater help of more educated Primary 3
mothers on their children’s school work may reflect
the greater eagerness of them to assist in their
children’s learning.

Among Secondary 3 fathers, only 22% of them
had post-secondary school education. The more
frequent help offered by more educated fathers
may therefore partially reflect the inability of the
less educated fathers in helping their children with
their school work.
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Figure 1 Effects of the 5 Socioeconomic Status Indicators on Parent-Child Chatting.
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Figure 2  Effects of the 5 Socioeconomic Status Indicators on Parent-Child Dinner.
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Figure 3 Effects of the 5 Socioeconomic Status Indicators on Parent-Child School Life Discussion.
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Figure 4 Effects of the 5 Socioeconomic Status Indicators on Parental Help with Chinese Homework.
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Figure 5 Effects of the 5 Socioeconomic Status Indicators on Parent-Child Discussion on Chinese

Performance.
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Figure 6 Effects of the 5 Socioeconomic Status Indicators on Parental Help with English Homework.




- EdData

#r 42 Speaks
AL

E A EEENER
04
Educational
03 Level
4R
L) wP3/p=
01 mP.6 /AN

Relative Effect
THEFE
=3

‘ 1 S3=

0.1

0.2

0.3

04 Mothers' Fathers'

. others athers ¥ i
Far%r:}%@ime Educational Level  Educational Level Mog%ﬂ&%ams Fa‘;;%é,g;&s; s
. | EEIRVEEKT | SORRVEEKT i ' :

P3 /= -0.05 0.14 20.03 0.03 -0.02
}P.ﬁ VAl 0.02 0.02 0.05 0.02 0.06
834=] -0.01 0.05 0.08 0.02 0.08

7 HEEEURNhERRESRREFLIEERIRRENTE

Figure 7 Effects of the 5 Socioeconomic Status Indicators on Parent-Child Discussion on English Performance.
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Figure 8 Effects of the 5 Socioeconomic Status Indicators on Parental Help with Mathematics Homework.
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Figure 9 Effects of the 5 Socioeconomic Status Indicators on Parent-Child Discussion on Mathematics Performance.
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Note.

Relative effects are standardized beta weights of each socioeconomic status variable on parental involvement behaviour.
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Despite not being able to identify each and every contributor to the
corresponding issue of the reports, it should be noted that a team of
research staff and student helpers mostly from the Chinese University of
Hong Kong has helped to identify the research questions, conduct analyses,
write up results, prepare graphs, proofread drafts, and finish the artworks.
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