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MORE PARENTS HELP THEIR
CHILDREN WITH THEIR HOMEWORK
IN LOW ACHIEVING SCHOOLS?
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By and large, schools in Hong Kong
varied in the level of parental academic
involvement (help with homework
and discuss school performance) in
Primary 3, Primary 6 and Secondary 3
across Chinese, English, and
Mathematics. However, the level
of parental academic involvement
did not vary with school academic
achievement. There were schools
with low academic achievement but
high parental academic involvement.
There were schools with high
academic achievement but low
parental academic involvement. It is
important for principals to understand
the parents of their schools and the
learning culture of their students.
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ARE THERE GREAT
DIFFERENCES IN
PARENTAL ACADEMIC
INVOLVEMENT BETWEEN
HIGH AND Low

ACHIEVING SCHOOLS?

In the previous newsletter, it could be
seen that there was a great variation in
the frequency of parental non-academic
involvement (chat, dine, discuss school
life) across schools at all educational
levels. Is it similar with parental academic
involvement (help with homework)?
Are the levels of parental academic
involvement similar across schools?

In the graphs shown, different colour
intensities represent different frequencies
of behavior. The bars on the upper
side represent more parental academic
involvement (e.g., more help with
children's homework) while those at the
bottom represent less parental academic
involvement (e.g., less help with
children’s homework). The schools are
arranged in the order of their academic
achievement (the red line), with the
ones at the leftmost having the highest
academic achievement, while the ones on
the rightmost having the lowest academic
achievement.

Large differences in parental academic
involvement were observed across
schools and there was no obvious trend
in the relationship between academic
achievement and parental academic
achievement.
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For example, in the school with the most Primary 3
parents helping their children with their homework,
57% of the parents helped their children with their
homework every day and 56% of the parents
discussed their children’s academic performance
with them every day. In contrast, only 18% and
13% of the parents respectively did so in the
school with the least parents helping their children
with their homework.

A similar variation could be observed in the
parental academic involvement in English. In the
school with the most Primary 3 parents helping
their children with their homework, 53% of parents
helped their children with their homework every
day and 56% of the parents discussed their
children’s academic performance with them every
day. In contrast, only 20% and 15% respectively
did so in the school with the least parents helping
their children with their homework.

In terms of parental academic involvement in
Mathematics, the variation across schools was
even more marked. 69% and 61% of Primary 3
parents helped their children with their homework
and discussed their academic performance with
them every day respectively in the school with
the most parents helping their children with their
homework, while only 18% and 13% did so in the
school with the least parents helping their children
with their homework.
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Figure 1  Frequency Distribution of Parents Helping Their Children with Their Chinese Homework in Each School
(Primary 3).
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Figure 2 Frequency Distribution of Parents Helping Their Children with Their Chinese Homework in Each School

(Primary 6).
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Figure 3 Frequency Distribution of Parents Helping Their Children with Their Chinese Homework in
Each School (Secondary 3).
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Figure 4  Frequency Distribution of Parents Discussing Their Children’s Chinese Performance with Them in Each
School (Primary 3).
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Figure 5 Frequency Distribution of Parents Discussing Their Children’s Chinese Performance with Them in Each

School (Primary 6).
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Figure 6  Frequency Distribution of Parents Discussing Their Children’s Chinese Performance with Them in Each

School (Secondary 3).
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Figure 7 Frequency Distribution of Parents Helping Their Children with Their English Homework in
Each School (Primary 3).
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Figure 8  Frequency Distribution of Parents Helping Their Children with Their English Homework in Each School

(Primary 6).
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Figure 9  Frequency Distribution of Parents Helping Their Children with Their English Homework in Each School
(Secondary 3).
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Figure 10  Frequency Distribution of Parents Discussing Their Children’s English Performance with Them in Each

School (Primary 3).
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Figure 11  Frequency Distribution of Parents Discussing Their Children’s English Performance with
Them in Each School (Primary 6).
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Figure 12 Frequency Distribution of Parents Discussing Their Children’s English Performance with Them in Each
School (Secondary 3).
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Figure 13  Frequency Distribution of Parents Helping Their Children with Their Mathematics Homework in Each

School (Primary 3).
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Figure 14  Frequency Distribution of Parents Helping Their Children with Their Mathematics Homework in Each

School (Primary 6).

- EdData

i $2 Speaks
AL B




100 700
20
- 600
50 \_\*\ g
g W %
= - 500
: b N E
L %
E 5 H - 400 :m B
- 2
&g N\ & 5
=¥ a0 WE
% g 40 £
-
E % 30 | 5
iy | R
Al
Z 20 |g 3
T | 11
2 ] [ | ] 1 100 —s—Maths Academic
éﬁ 0 — 1t "N I | - || W — (] Achievement
: . e [ - [ I | i BT
= 0 0
5.3 Frequency Distribution of Eﬂrents Helping Children with Maths Homework in Each School Frequency of
=2 RN TR R Parental Involvement
g ° FREENEERE
= = Every Day or
H w4+~ 5 — BEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERE EFRE R .-\In:uc&t Every Day
Sz EERBTER
'-g' g 20 Bl = Onee twice a Week
E & IRl
E m 30 » Onee twice a Month
; E#H 3 H—2EE
H % 40 I('h_mc t\\:im: a Year
% 2 s B — AR
= ﬁ( | Never or Almost Never
E u@i PR ERE TR
o 4 60
&0
%ﬁ 70
5
- 80
90
100
15 ARESERPREBEF LT ERZERRERIBDLL (h=)
Figure 15  Frequency Distribution of Parents Helping Their Children with Their Mathematics

Homework in Each School (Secondary 3).
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Figure 16 Frequency Distribution of Parents Discussing Their Children’s Mathematics Performance with Them in Each
School (Primary 3).
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Figure 17  Frequency Distribution of Parents Discussing Their Children’s Mathematics Performance with Them in Each

School (Primary 6).
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Figure 18 Frequency Distribution of Parents Discussing Their Children’s Mathematics Performance with Them in Each
School (Secondary 3).
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Despite not being able to identify each and every contributor to the
corresponding issue of the reports, it should be noted that a team of
research staff and student helpers mostly from the Chinese University of
Hong Kong has helped to identify the research questions, conduct analyses,
write up results, prepare graphs, proofread drafts, and finish the artworks.
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