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About 29%-33% of Primary 3 parents
busily helped their children with their
homework or discussed academic
performance with them every day, but
this decreased to 2%-5% in Secondary
3. At the other end, 43%-49% Primary 3
parents helped their children with their
homework or discussed academic
performance with them once/twice a
month or less, and this increased to
62%-68% in Primary 6 and 80%-92% in
Secondary 3.

Parental academic involvement was
measured by how often they helped
their children with their homework
and discussed their performance in
Chinese, English and Mathematics.
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29%-33% OF PRIMARY 3
PARENTS WERE
ACADEMICALLY INVOLVED
EVERY DAY. THIS DECREASED
TO 2%-5% IN SECONDARY 3

Parents sometimes are uncertain whether
they should help their children with their
school work. Will their children become

too reliant on their help? How many Hong |

Kong parents are helping their children
with their school work every day at various
educational levels? Will parental help
decrease as children grow older?

Results showed that parental academic
involvement decreased substantially as
children grew from Primary 3 to Primary 6
to Secondary 3. At the high involvement
end, 29%-33% of Primary 3 parents helped
their children with their homework and
talked about their academic performance
with them almost every day, but this
decreased to 12%-16% in Primary 6, and
2%-5% in Secondary 3.

43% -~ 49% OF PRIMARY 3
PARENTS WERE
ACADEMICALLY INVOLVED
ONCE/TWICE A MONTH OR
LESS. THIS INCREASED TO
80%~92% IN SECONDARY 3

At the low involvement end, 23%-42% of
Primary 3 and Primary 6 parents never or
almost never helped with their children’s
homework or talked about their academic
performance with them. This increased to
44%-71% in Secondary 3.
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43%-49% of Primary 3 parents helped with
their children’s homework or talked about their
academic performance with them only once/
twice a month or less. This increased to 62%-
68% in Primary 6 and to 80%-92% in Secondary
3. Given the prevalence of private tutorial classes
nowadays, we speculated that many Primary 3
parents themselves did not offer much help to their
children because their children had been attending
such private tutorial classes. Results showed,
however, no relationship between the number of
hours of private tutorial classes and the amount of
parental help with homework. More details will be
discussed in another newsletter.

The above results showed that as children became
older, more parents stopped helping them with
their homework and discussed less frequently with
them on their academic performance.

SIMILAR LEVELS OF PARENTAL
HELP IN ALL SUBJECTS

Before the survey, we expected that in certain
academic subjects (e.g., English), due to higher
difficulty, students would receive more parental help.
However, our analyses suggested that the amount
of parental help was similar across Chinese, English
and Mathematics.
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Figure 1  Frequency Distribution of Parental Chinese Academic Involvement in Primary 3, Primary 6, and Secondary 3.
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Figure 2 Frequency Distribution of Parental English Academic Involvement in Primary 3, Primary 6, and Secondary 3.
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Figure 3 Frequency Distribution of Parental Mathematics Academic Involvement in Primary 3, Primary 6,
and Secondary 3.
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PARENTS PROVIDED
EQUAL AMOUNT OF HELP
TO BOYs AND GIRLS WITH
THEIR HOMEWORK AND
STUDIES

As discussed in the previous newsletter,
parents had a tendency to chat more with
girls than with boys. Does it mean that
parents would also provide more help to
girls than to boys with their homework
and academic studies?

Analyses showed that this was not the
case. Parents were seen to provide equal
amount of help to boys and girls with
their homework, and had equally frequent
discussions with them on their academic
performance. Only very minor differences
were observed in Mathematics, with
parents offering girls slightly more
help with their Mathematics homework
and having a bit more discussion on
Mathematics performance than with boys
in Primary 3 and Secondary 3.

Overall, Hong Kong parents were equally
involved with girls and boys in their
academic studies.
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Figure 4 Comparison of Parental Academic Involvement with Boys and with Girls in Primary 3, Primary 6, and
Secondary 3.
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Note.

1. Positive values indicate that parents are more involved (helping homework and discussing performance) with boys, while negative
values indicate more involvement with girls.

2. In calculating the above effects, students’ socioeconomic background and academic achievement in respective subjects were
statistically controlled.
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Despite not being able to identify each and every contributor to the
corresponding issue of the reports, it should be noted that a team of
research staff and student helpers mostly from the Chinese University of
Hong Kong has helped to identify the research guestions, conduct analyses,
write up results, prepare graphs, proofread drafts, and finish the artworks.
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