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Research showed that family income had
no effect on high achieving students, but
higher family income did help reduce a
student’s chance of having low academic
achievement.

HIGHER FAMILY INCOME
DOES NOT LEAD TO HIGHER
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

Despite Hong Kong being one of the fairest cities in
terms of education, parental income and educational
level still had a small degree of influence on students’
academic achievement in Hong Kong. But how
important is this factor? Do higher parental income
and educational level necessarily denote better
academic results?
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To answer these questions, we compared the
academic results of Primary 3 students.

According to the results, other than the lowest
income group (less than HK$10,000/month), students
with different family income had similar chance to
be in the highest academic ability bands (20%-25%
chance). This reflects that higher family income does
not lead to higher academic ability in students.

For low academic ability students, however, the
effect of family income was more pronounced. Fewer
students from higher income families (e.g., more than
HK$20,000 a month) fell into the lowest academic
ability bands. For example, while only 3%-6% of the
students from the higher income families would be in
the lowest ability Band 1 group, as many as 6%-9%
of the students from the lower income families would
be in this group.

In addition, parents with higher educational levels
were found to slightly reduce the chance of their
children being in the lower academic ability bands. At
the higher academic ability end, parents’ educational
level did not play any role in affecting students’
academic achievement (Bands 7 to 9, 20%-24% of
total). However, at the lower academic ability end,
parents who reached junior secondary education
(89% of our P.3 students) contributed to a few
percent reduction of their children’s chance of being
in the lower academic ability bands (reduced from
9%-12% to 4%-7% in the lowest ability Band 1).
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BRENEFR 2 INBET S (%)

Percentage of Students with Ability 1,2 and 3 (%)

748+9 19.49 23.14 20.53 24.31 24,89 22.85
9 1.15 413 3.55 4.82 3.20 2.38
8 4,30 6.10 5.25 6.19 5.48 475
7 14.04 1291 1173 13.30 16.21 15.72
14243 27.79 24.59 21.61 18.57 15.52 16.45
3 1175 12.71 1173 6.88 8.90 823
2 7.16 5.58 4.94 6.19 34 4.02
1 8.88 6.30 4.94 5.50 3.20 4,20

1 TRREVNTELER / SeERIBESLE (M=)
Figure 1 Percentages of Low Ability and High Ability Students From Different Income Groups (Primary 3)
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Percentage of Students with Ability 1.2 and 3 (%)

Primary and Junior Senior Dip, H Dip, Ass| Undergraduate
Below Secondary Secondary Degree and Postgraduate
INBEREIT #rp w5 (RSBl ~ | Bk - TR
RIS+ A
7+849 20.34 22.90 23.67 | 22.67 20.03
9 3.24 3.29 3.66 | 437 2.23
8 3.83 5.36 5.45 | 5.19 5.56
7 13.27 14.25 14.56 | 1311 12.24
14243 3038 22.05 18.47 | 18.86 18.76
3 10.03 10.96 9.85 9.84 9.38
2 1121 4.63 | 4.31 | 3.83 4.61
1 9.14 6.46 ] 431 \ 5.19 4.77

2 BETRHEKFET2LER/ SENENED (M=)
Figure2  Percentages of Low Ability and High Ability Students with different Mother’s Educational Levels
(Primary 3)
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Percentage of Students with Ability 1,2 and 3 (%)

40
45
50 .
Primary and  Junior Secondary Senior Secondary  Dip. H Dip, Ass | Undergraduate l
Below Degree | and Postgraduate |
BT i & GEIER) S - B4 #is
mlER EELE
74849 20.80 21.33 2333 24.41 2011
9 1.82 3.64 3.39 3.82 2.35
8 5.11 5.52 6.29 | 5.00 6.01
7 13.87 12.17 13.65 1559 1175
14243 3211 2322 1903 | 1676 17.49
3 1131 10.92 10.09 8.53 9.01
2 B.76 6.65 4.47 | 3.82 3.52
1 12.04 5.65 4.47 4.41 4.96

3 TR EKFETRER / S ERESL (M=)
Figure 3  Percentages of Low Ability and High Ability Students with different Father’s Educational Levels
(Primary 3)
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Despite not being able to identify each and every contributor to the
corresponding issue of the reports, it should be noted that a team of
research staff and student helpers mostly from the Chinese University of
Hong Kong has helped to identify the research questions, conduct analyses,
write up results, prepare graphs, proofread drafts, and finish the artworks.
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